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Thanks to Our Canfield Fair Volunteers!

Aref Al-Kali, MD; James Armile, DO; William Bartels, MD; Daniel Barton, MD; Gregg Bogen, MD;

Harold Chevilen, MD; Steven Chismar, MD,; Dominic Conti, DO; Stephen Crowe, MD; Michael Engle, MD;
Michael Hsu, MD; Adil Jaffer, MD; Chi Ko, MD; Babitha Nalluri, MD; Jay Osborne, MD; Uma Perni, MD;
Angela Roberts, MD; Marc Saunders, DO; Patrick Skarote, MD; Steven Swain, MD; Eugene Tareshawty,
MD; David Thomas, DO; Thomas Traikoff, DO; Lisa Weiss, MD
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Editor Thomas S. Boniface, MD
Managing Editor Karyn Frederick
Editorial Board
Ronald Yarab, MD  Marc Saunders, DO

The Bulletin is published bimonthly by the
Mahoning County Medical Society, 565 E. Main Street, Suite 220,
Canfield, Ohio 44406.

Phone (330) 533-4880 Fax (330) 533-4940.

www.mahoningmed.org

The opinions and conclusions expressed herein do not necessarily represent the views
of the editorial staff nor the official view of the Mahoning County Medical Society.
Advertisements do not imply sponsorship or endorsements
by the Mahoning County Medical Society of products or services advertised.

The Bulletin reserves the right to edit all contributions for clarity and length, as well
as to reject any material submitted, including advertisements.

Subscription rate of $20.00 per year is included in MCMS dues.

Correspondence and changes of address should be mailed to the above address.

2005 Council
Officers
RONALD M. YARAB, MD President
JANARDAN R. TALLAM, MD Secretary/Treasurer
MARCS. SAUNDERS, DO Immediate Past President

Delegates to OSMA
DENISE L. BOBOVNYIK, MD CHANDER M. KOHLIL, MD
EUGENE L. POTESTA,MD  MARCS. SAUNDERS, DO
JANARDAN R. TALLAM, MD

Alternate Delegates to OSMA
RONALD DWINNELLS, MD CHRISA. KNIGHT, MD
THOMAS TRAIKOFE DO RONALD M. YARAB, MD

Members-at-Large
DEANR. BALL, DO MICHAEL ENGLE, MD
RICHARD J. MARINA, MD RICHARD NORD, MD

Executive Director
KARYN L. FREDERICK

Foundation Trustees
RASHID A. ABDU, MD DAVID J. DUNCH, MD
NORTON I. GERMAN, MD JAMES STILLE, MD
PRABHUDAS LAKHANLMD C.CONNER WHITE, MD

CALENDAR
Tuesday, November 8, 2005 Election Day
Tuesday, November 15, 2005 Enrollment opens for
Medicare Drug Plan
Tuesday, January 24, 2006 Annual Meeting

NEW DIRECTORIES AVAILABLE!

The 2005 Membership Directory is now available.
This year’s directory includes Mahoning, Trumbull
and Columbiana County Medical Society members
and is bigger and better than ever. Every Society
member receives one complimentary copy of the
directory, with additional copies available to
members for $35 each. Due to the size of the
directory, we will be hand-delivering them when
possible to save the cost of postage. If you haven’t
yet received yours and would like to pick it up,

please call the office at 330-533-4880.

Visit us on the web at
www.mahoningmed.org
or
www.wheredoesithurt.org

WHERE DOES IT

HURTS

Frivolous lawsuifs are hurting
health care right here at home.

We have a new address!
Please make the following
change to your address book:
Mahoning County Medical Society
565 E. Main Street, Suite 220
Canfield, OH 44406
Phone: 330-533-4880
Fax: 330-533-4940




From the President by Ronald M. Yarab, Jr, MD

I have nothing more to say!

See last issue..........
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WEVE MOVED)!

The Mahoning County Medical Society has a new address. On June 29, 2005 we moved the office from the
California Avenue office to 565 E. Main Street, Suite 220, Canfield, 44406. The new office is smaller than the
old, and much less expensive. Since downsizing the staff four years ago, we no longer needed such large offices.
The new space can still accommodate Council meetings and other groups of 12 to 15 people in the conference
room. The biggest advantage to the move is the substantial savings in rent and utilities, which are included in the
new space. You are welcome to stop by to see the new office, located on Route 224 just past Route 11. The
building is on the left, just before Sky Bank.
565 E. Main Street, Suite 220
Canfield, OH 44406
Phone: 330-533-4880

Fax: 330-533-4940
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FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR Thomas S. Boniface, MD

MORE TALK ABOUT MEDICINE AND CARS

For years now, whenever asked by a patient “what’s this going to cost?”, part of my
reply has been that no one pays sticker price when it comes to medical care. Now the
analogy is even more appropriate.

| welcomed the news of GMS / employee pricing for all new cars with mixed emotion.
: First came GM, followed almost immediately by the other major manufacturers, in an
:i effort to bolster sales during what must seem like a never ending slump. As a consumer

| was ecstatic, but from a long term economic point of view | am very concerned. For

the huge automotive industry to voluntarily offer a uniform “bottom line” price to all comers
they must be pretty desperate. Sure, sales will jump, but once the buyer knows the real price, it's going to be
hard turning back. Just ask the doctors.

While there were a number of physicians who were prophetic in their predictions of doom when Medicare was
first proposed, the majority was either in favor it, or was unwilling to stop the law from passing. While it took
about 20 years to sink in, all other providers of health insurance eventually realized what our “bottom line” was,
then over the next ten gradually dropped their rates to hover within a gnat’s eyelash of Medicare, which itself
has over the same time steadily dwindled as a reasonable provider of payment for services rendered. This
double whammy of a shrinking bottom line and all buyers paying the same price has wreaked havoc on the
business of Medicine over time. One result is that physicians and hospitals must enhance revenue by driving
up volume, not a hard thing to do as long as the buyer (patient) himself isn’t pulling most of the money, if any,
out of his pocket, and is therefore more easily convinced to buy our services, from tests, to surgeries, to
prescription drugs. Amazingly, in the case of the latter, the buyer will even demandthe cost be assumed by his
designated payor so that he can have the newest and best, again without going directly to his wallet. | doubt
even the UAW can include free new cars for their members in the next contract negotiations, although they will
certainly hold on to their “free” health care with all they’ve got.

Initially, physicians and hospitals volunteered to participate in Medicare, essentially giving “employee pricing”
to those who relied on the government in a way for their income and benefits (retirees for the most part, many
on “fixed incomes”), and made up the difference in revenue by shifting costs to other payors, which worked for
a while. Today, the automotive industry is slashing unit prices as part of a conscious business decision which
is presumably based on some actuarial formula wherein if enough units are sold, even at a lower margin, a net
profit will result. Let’'s hope so for their sake. They will still face, however, the larger long term problem of
making a profit on lower annual sales after the current artificial bump in demand subsides, once the unit price
goes back up.

If it goes back up. Not only does Detroit lack someone upon whom to shift the costs, they have now let the
Genie out of the bottle so that when Mr. | Need a New Car goes to pull out his wallet, he will expect the price to
be a lot lower than before. Unless Congress can pass a Prescription New Car Plan, or Anthem gets into the
automotive business, | won’t be envious of my local car dealer, and | wouldn’t be picking up any long term stock

positions in the automobile sector.
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Delinquent Account Collection

MILLSTONE & KANNENSOHN

Attorneys-at-Law

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN FULL SERVICE MEDICAL COLLECTIONS

FREE CONSULTATION FOR ALL MEDICAL PROVIDERS, CREDIT MANAGERS & ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE SUPERVISORS.

15 FEDERAL PLAZA CENTRAL, FLOOR 2, YOUNGSTOWN, OH 44503
(330) 743-5181 FAX (330) 743-9704




11
s sEHA
ity P ractice
1
1
SEF il tﬂ.anmdiqa ]
TN all 7
i TStz 5
[T TE = e At HOHHH ity OlE 4 thir
THFte Bk E > g4 fEei=in Serxn
mshi anbgaEais e her! '
21l I3 —é (
e
HHOTHRE 4
G H
v 1 T U0
Mgt 5
1 D
AP HEEE R OR e oraEg RNl 3 F EfeH
[ S [ Fona R WB ST hag
mEd i DI [F i ‘l-l:f ( 7 alanl
$‘.‘ t tlF:i :$ H s(h‘ T H]Egt[d{lll ALK SO
St thtCehte
eSS WarR:HVID!
i PraEHdd
it 1 vl
1] MI i I
Echieation et e PR Me S Gy
m ma) NOFE \W\ 22}
-@ m T ( S anl
dﬂj q 'F“-.'[H]:‘ [ T [s = I " =1anl
3 h i
t o eh
GG Nﬂtﬂ#‘.\ ﬁhmqn:
emicerniy-HiAe e
= S
Vi ]
1
H
@jﬁ: DRt o 1 tvrofre RaihicedicH
f 3 Im AHEES e i H
1 111
EYGISan RS Bt Hd al
1
gt A f;;?iﬂf I

AVAILABLE OFFICE SPACE

2000 square feet in new building on Route 224
near Route 11 exit. Also 1500 square feet.
Will divide to suit.

330-726-0197




 There Is No Substitute for the Original. )

When your doctor says you need a
(R b))
visiting nurse” or home health care,

specify you want the original... o
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United Way
Agency 518 E. Indianola Ave. Youngstown, Ohio 44502

® Nursing ®1.V. & Chemotherapy ®Personal Care®Rehabilitation Therapy )

Professional
Decisions.

It is an important decision as to who will administer
your insurance needs. Let Stillson and Donahay
make that decision easier for you to make.

We are professionals, locally owned and operated

with over 60 years in the Mahoning Valley, endorsed ;5
by the Mahoning County Medical Society for over

40 years,

| Call Us...It could be the most important decision
| you make.

Poland, OH 44514 * Phone: (
7



QUALITY e SERVICE e EXPERIENCE

0 pt i 0 n C a I' €® Leading the Search

for Better Home Health Care

IV Therapies, Nutritional Services &
Specialty Injectable Pharmaceuticals

Total Parenteral Therapy
Total Enteral Therapy

Lovenox®Therapy ® Hepatitis C Therapy
Synagis® Therapy Hydration Therapy
Chemotherapy
Immunoglobulin Therapy
Other Approved Therapies

Antibiotic Therapy
Pain Management

Enbrel®*Therapy
Growth Hormone Therapy

AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A DAY
JCAHO ACCREDITED

We Accept New Patients On AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL
Weekends and Holidays - Ask For AWARDED BY JCAHO
Us At Time Of Discharge Or Call

[ ]
®
PICC Line Insertion e Remicade® Therapy
®
®

(330) 629-1332 o (800) 733-3762 e FAX (330) 629-7426

PRSRT-STD
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